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Regional Leader in Innovative Surgery Joins Urological Associates of Southern Arizona

TUCSON – Sanjay Ramakumar, M.D., a leading expert in minimally invasive urologic surgery, is joining Urological Associates of Southern Arizona (UASA). Dr. Ramakumar was one of the first physicians in Arizona to use laparoscopic surgery for prostate cancer in 2002 as well as use the da Vinci robotic surgical system to perform prostatectomies.

Before joining UASA, Dr. Ramakumar was Director of Minimally Invasive Urologic Surgery and Assistant Professor for The University of Arizona College of Medicine Department of Surgery. He also served as an Associate Investigator with the Arizona Cancer Center, the Associate Head for Research and Career Development for The UA Department of Surgery and the Co-Director of The UA Arizona Surgical Technology and Education Center.

Named Teacher of the Year in 2005, Dr. Ramakumar trains young surgeons on the da Vinci system which incorporates advancements in robotics and computer technology to give surgeons precise control of instruments and three-dimensional views with more detail than traditional open surgery. The minimally invasive technique provides a number of benefits to the patient including decreased blood loss, less postoperative pain, reduced scarring and a faster return to normal activities.
A popular lecturer on urology, Dr. Ramakumar is also an author, having recently written a textbook on Complications of Urologic Laparoscopic Surgery: Recognition, Management, and Prevention,” as well being a regular contributor to professional journals, as well as providing chapters to other urology textbooks. His research projects included investigating gene therapy delivery techniques to treat damaged kidneys, new ways to detect subtle changes in the prostate surface to offer an early diagnosis of cancer, novel applications of tissue sealants in minimally invasive surgery, and the long-term evaluation of robotic prostatectomy.  
Dr. Ramakumar moved to Tucson in 2001, joining The UA Department of Surgery after completing a fellowship in laparoscopy and endourology* at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine in Baltimore, Maryland. After earning his medical degree from the University of Missouri-Kansas City, Dr. Ramakumar completed his internship in general surgery and residency training in urologic surgery at the Mayo Graduate School of Medicine in Rochester, Minnesota.
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A 2005 winner of the 40 Under 40 award presented by the Tucson’s Business Edge for community leadership, Dr. Ramakumar, 36, is also an active member of the Tucson community, volunteering with the Us Too Prostate Cancer Support Group, the Kidney Cancer Association and the Arizona Surgery Club. He is a second-degree black belt in Tae Kwon Do.
Urological Associates of Southern Arizona (UASA) was founded in 1986 and specializes in the practice of adult and pediatric urology and urologic oncology. Dr. Ramakumar joins UASA physicians Robert John Reilly, M.D.; Stanley Suffecool, M.D.; James Macdonald, M.D.; David Lee Killion, M.D.; Thomas H. Hicks, M.D.; Eugene L. Park, M.D.; Curtis J. Dunshee, M.D.; H. Thomas Sethney, M.D.; Mitzi J. Barmatz, M.D.; Kenneth K. Choi, M.D.; and Terry Favazza, M.D.

UASA has two Tucson locations, an eastside office at 6325 E. Tanque Verde Road and a northwest location at 2260 West Orange Grove Road. In addition to the Tucson clinics, UASA’s 11 physicians also care for patients at weekly clinics in Oro Valley, Benson and Willcox. UASA’s hospital affiliations include Carondelet St. Joseph’s Hospital, Carondelet St. Mary’s Hospital, Tucson Medical Center and Northwest Hospital. For more information on UASA or Dr. Ramakumar, please call (520) 795-5830 or (520) 742-9777.
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*Endourology involves the use of small fiberoptic scopes which can be passed through the urethra to visualize internally the lining of the urinary tract from kidney to bladder. Thin, flexible instruments including lasers, graspers, miniature stone retrieval baskets, special scalpels, and cautery, can be advanced through working channels in the scopes in order to perform surgery without creating any incisions at all. The majority of endoscopic procedures can be done on an outpatient basis. 
